


Rotorua Cemetery – Water Table Test Bore Investigation 

Dated: 14 August 2023 

Hole 1 

 

Initial hole picture. No sign of water egress or wet soils.  

Depth 2m, Ambient temp 15.8 degrees and no gas emissions recorded.  

 

Follow up photo next morning 

No sign of water egress into hole. 

 

 

 

 



 

Hole 2 

 

Initial hole picture. Water present in bottom of hole. 250mm of wet muddy soil retrieved from 

bottom of hole during drilling operation.  

Depth 2m, Ambient Temp 17.8 degrees and no gas emissions recorded 

 

 

Follow up photo next morning 

Water present in bottom of hole – depth recoded at 150mm. 

 

 

 



 

Hole 3 

 

Initial hole picture. Water present in bottom of hole. 350mm of wet muddy soil retrieved from 

bottom of hole during drilling operations.  

Depth 2.1m Ambient Temp 20.3 degrees and no gas emissions recorded 

 

Follow up photo next morning 

Water present in bottom of hole – depth recorded at 185mm. 

Holes drilled by TallyHo Industries on the 14 August 2023. 



My thoughts on these findings are that it would be challenging to dig a double depth plot given the 

lower bore section was wet and muddy in two of them. This would make stopping the grave from 

collapsing without shoring difficult and if there had been a period of wet weather prior to this then 

potentially the coffin would be sitting in water at the bottom of the grave near sites two and three. 

This is based on the need to dig a grave the day before the burial is scheduled.  

Robert Atkinson – Asset Management and Renewals Advisor  

 




