
WATER CONSERVATION
THE GARDEN

 Use a good mulch. Mulches can prevent up to 73 per 
cent evaporation loss. Mulches can prevent excessive 
runoff, restrict weed growth, improve soil structure and 
help put valuable nutrients back into the soil. 

 Group plants according to how much water they require. 
By grouping plants by water usage you can avoid waste 
on plants that don’t need a lot of water. 

 Toughen up the plants. Too many plants are pampered to 
the point where they are so dependent on water that they 
do not go out of their way to find any water themselves. 
Wait until the soil dries out before watering and use a 
plant such as bamboo as an indicator. When the leaves 
start to droop, then water. 

 Water the highest parts of the garden first. This ensures 
that any runoff water soaks into lower dry areas rather 
than being wasted. 

 Remove weeds. Weeds compete for water and nutrients. 

 Dig a small trench around the trees. This will give the 
water a chance to soak in and reduces water lost as 
runoff. 

 Water your pot plants by dunking them in a bucket of 
water. Wait a few seconds, when the bubbles disappear, 
do the next pot. This saves water and ensures pot plants 
get a thorough drink. 

 Water during cooler parts of the day. 

 Avoid watering on windy days. 

 Water the roots not the leaves. If you water the leaves 
water is lost through evaporation, and any chlorine in 
the water could damage the leaves. 

 Don’t water the road or pathways. Position your 
sprinklers so water lands on the lawn or garden, not 
paved areas. 

 Plant drought resistant native trees and plants. Many 
natives are both attractive and suited to gardens, and 
thrive with far less watering than do other species. 

 Water wisely to avoid runoff. Soil and dissolved 
nutrients are carried away with runoff, which increases 
the need for expensive fertiliser and can pollute nearby 
streams. 

 Use a trigger hose. This allows you to be in control and 
water is not wasted when moving the hose around. 
Always remember to turn the tap off when finished in 
case the pressure build-up causes the nozzle to pop off.


