
WATER CONSERVATION

OUTSIDE THE HOUSE

Being sensible with use of water in the garden and lawn is important as they are the biggest drain of these resources 
during hot weather when they are needed most.

The Yard
 Discourage games with the hose and sprinklers. Squirting 

water around can waste up to 1000 litres per hour. 

 Use a broom not a hose to clean driveways and footpaths. 
Cleaning a path with a broom is quicker and more efficient 
than using a hose, which can waste up to 1000 litres per 
hour. 

 Every home should have a compost bin. Compost 
improves the structure of your soil. This increases the 
moisture holding capacity of sandy soils and allows better 
penetration of water into heavy clay soils.

Swimming Pool
 Cover your pool to reduce evaporation, retain warmth and 

keep out leaves and dirt. Up to 200 litres of water per day 
can be lost because of evaporation from a typical ground 
pool. 

 Accept some fluctuation in pool level due to evaporation 
and rainfall. They will often compensate for each other, 
meaning topping up with the hose can be avoided. 

 Check the pool for leaks

Washing the Car, Boat or Caravan
 Use a bucket and sponge to wash the car, boat or 

caravan. Use the hose only for rinsing and turn it off 
between rinses. 

 Wash the car, boat or caravan on the lawn instead of on 
the driveway.

Lawns
 A lawn can use more water per square metre than any 

other area in your garden.

 Water your lawn only when it needs it. A good way to 
test this is to step on the grass. If it springs back up 
when you move it doesn’t need watering. If it stays flat 
it needs watering. 

 Deep soak your lawn. While giving the lawn a quick 
drink every night may be good therapy for you, it 
makes the grass shallow rooted and dependent on 
the meagre amount of water that you provide. Water 
a maximum of twice a week, but for a longer period. 
This enables the grass to become more deeply rooted  
seeking out any moisture, in turn making the grass 
hardier. 

 Reduce the lawn area. This has the additional benefit 
of reducing your mowing. 

 Check your local nursery for a suitable drought tolerant 
lawn grass for your area. 

 Let the lawn go brown during very dry times. When the 
rain comes the transformation from brown to green will 
be dramatic. 

 Give the lawn a feed but do not over fertilise. 

 Aerate the soil to allow water to be absorbed more 
easily. 

 Do not mow to a height of less than 2cm. Taller grass 
holds water better. 

 Use a timer with your sprinkler. A forgotten sprinkler 
wastes more than a 1000 litres per hour. A timer will 
allow you to use as much water as is needed without 
the threat of wastage.


