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Natural warfare 
 
Nobody could be grumpy about a spring garden. 
But the arrival of spring also heralds pests that we 
love to hate, and many respond with a zeal for 
chemical warfare that surpasses ethnic cleansing. 
So here are a few hints for dealing with pests natu-
rally.  
White-tailed spiders: Their reputation far out-
weighs their threat, but they like dark houses and 
the bite can be painful. Only disturbed animals 
bite, and the most likely source is clothes on the 
floor. Avoidance: Fold or hang clothes and store 
off the floor, move the bed away from the wall, and 
leave some light on near the bed (such as a plug-in 
LED). 
Lake flies: Enjoy them! Their babies are why we 
have trout. They signal a healthy lake ecosystem, 
and many species are uniquely Rotorua. Screen 
open windows at night. 
White butterfly: Caterpillers destroy brassica 
plants (cabbage, etc). Bird netting over the plants 
works. Don’t plant brassicas from October to 
March, because even if you can protect them from 
the butterflies, the aphids will get them. Eat sum-
mer salads instead. 
Aphids: Not easy. They overwhelm their natural 
predators (e.g. ladybirds) at some times of year, 
although natural predators, widely spread plant-
ings and healthy plants all help. For pot plants, 
dipping the entire plant into a detergent solution 
for 30-60 seconds usually works and some people 
swear by regular detergent spray. On roses, I just 
squish them.  
Slugs: Offer beer (plastic containers in the gar-
den). They love it and seem to die happy. Replace 
every 2 days for best effect, and 2-3 replacements 
should do it. Use spare beer as appropriate. 
Snails: Nothing beats going out in the evening af-
ter rain and picking by hand. Squish or drown 
(compost!); don’t throw over the fence. Half an 
hour of harvesting for three nights running will 
completely eliminate snails in your garden.  

Thanks again to Environmental Planner Ian McLean for 
contributing this week’s Sustainability Corner item. 


