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THIS MEMORANDUM Was Made ON ....ooooeeeeeeeeeeee e

BETWEEN The Crown and the Rotorua Lakes Strategy Group consnstmg of
Te Arawa Lakes Trust, Rotorua District Council and
Environment Bay of Plenty (Bay of Plenty Regional Council)

1 Preamble

The Rotorua Lakes (also known as the Te Arawa Lakes) are an important asset for the
local, regional and national community. They are also a significant tourist drawcard and
showcase New Zealand’s environment. The Lakes are identified as having national
cultural and heritage significance.

Historical uses of the catchments that feed water to these lakes, and the lack of
understanding about cause and effect relationships for these uses, have created a
significant problem. Degraded water quality and associated algal blooms prevent the local
community, and national and international visitors to the Lakes experiencing their true
values.

The process of restoring the water quality of the Rotorua Lakes will require a long-term
partnership and the commitment of the four parties to work together.

This Memorandum of Understanding has been developed between the Crown, Rotorua
Lakes Strategy Group consisting of Te Arawa Lakes Trust, Rotorua District Council and
Environment Bay of Plenty to assist the four partners in addressing the future of the
Rotorua Lakes.

The agreed vision for the Lakes as documented in the Strategy for the Rotorua Lakes
2000 is:

The lakes of the Rotorua district and their catchments are preserved and
protected for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations, while
recognising and providing for the traditional relationship of Te Arawa with their
ancestral lakes.

To promote the sustainable management of the lakes, it is necessary to look at catchment
management and the effects of human activity across a wide range of land-uses
(including urban, agricultural, forestry and recreational). Appendix 1 shows the Rotorua
Lakes and their associated catchments. There are also a wide range of pollutant sources
that can influence the water quality of the Lakes such as sewage infiltration, nutrient
enrichment of streams and ground water by agriculture, riparian management regimes,
and urban run-off discharge points.

The key area of concern is the water quality of the Lakes and how it can be maintained or
improved. Maintenance and improvement is judged against the trophic level indices
described in Appendix 2. However, achieving the long term water quality goals will
require significant changes to land use within the various catchments.
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