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CAUTION:
Please keep to the tracks at all times, due
to the geothermal nature of this area.
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The site was given the
name Waiwhitiinanga to
commemorate the battle
between the tribes Ngati
Tangaroa-mihi and Ngati
Tama which took place on
these sandy beaches. This
barren, inhospitable area
provides a very popular
roosting habitat for birds.  Banded Dotterel nest and raise their
young here.

• On the southern shores of Sulphur Bay, the walkway passes
through the area known as Te Arikiroa.  Centuries ago a battle
raged here on the sandy lake beach.  The site was given the
name Waiwhitiinanga to commemorate the battle between the
tribes Ngati Tangaroa-mihi and Ngati Tama.  The dead and dying
were said to be so thickly strewn about as a result of the fighting
that they resembled inanga (whitebait) cast on the shore.

• This was also where the first aeroplane to visit Rotorua landed
in April 1922.  The plan, piloted by Capt Lesley Brake, was forced
to land here after engine failure.  However repairs were made
and the plane successfully took off from the beach the following
morning.

The stream was named
for the patterns of sulphur
particles floating on its
surface.  Hot and cold
springs feed the stream
during its journey from
above Whakarewarewa to
Te Arikiroa (Sulphur Bay).
 The Puarenga Stream was

an important travel route for the people of Whakarewarewa to and
from the lake and was the site of several important battles.  Remains
of the kahikatea forest that covered the Rotorua basin around 7,000
years ago can be seen along the banks of the stream where
geothermal action has silicified the ancient timber.  For your safety,
the walkway passes under the Te Ngae Road bridge avoiding crossing
of this busy road.  This section of the walkway finishes at the
gateway to the Whakarewarewa village.

The walkway now
passes through urban
streets before joining
up with the Rotorua
Tree Trust section.  In
1990, the Rotorua Tree
Trust, as it is known
today was formed.  The
idea behind this
development was to provide an area of land for people to dedicate
trees for family members or local dignitaries.

Soka Gokkai

Soka Gakkai (SGI) is an organisation which aims to promote the
issues of war and peace and the feasibility of peaceful alternatives.

The Soka Gakkai International Peace Monument was unveiled at
the Rotorua Tree Trust on Friday 8th September 2000.  The
monument is built in a circular design with three granite walls as
the main features that contain the messages of six prominent
people inscribed in Maori, English and Japanese.

From the Rotorua Tree
Trust the walkway passes
through urban streets
and reserves making its
way towards the
Utuhina Stream section.
The walkway travels
down the stream,
through residential

suburbs, providing great access to a beautiful stretch of trout
fishing stream and many areas of reserve.  Branches of the walkway
lead up the Otamatea and Mangakakahi tributaries.  The walkway
passes under the Old Taupo Road bridge and crosses the Medical
Officers reserve before reaching the Kuirau Park section.
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1 Pukeroa 10mins

2 Rotorua Lakefront 20mins

3 Motutara 25mins

4 Te Arikiroa 15mins

5 Puarenga 45mins

6 Rotorua Tree Trust 40mins

7 Utuhina 2:45mins

8 Kuirau Park 20mins

9 Mangakakahi 50mins

10 Otamatea 30mins
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