
From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 

Mark Gould 

Tuesday, 19 October 2021 3:16 pm 

RDC Mail 

RLC Governance 

Councillors Submission 1 of 2 

Good afternoon Your Worship and Councillors. 

Thank you for allowing verbal submission to my written submission on the number of Councillors in the next 

election due October 2022. 

My verbal submission today is to add to the submitted submission via the RLC website. 

The issues with the website was only 250 letters per question could be used and confusion over the preferred 

Ward System.This is where people like myself wanted to add to the submitted submission. 

My personal opinion is for the system of One Mayor and 10 Councillors at large. 

One of the reasons is if there are Maori (lwi) Wards then you as Councillors are dividing the population of 

Rotorua.At present we are "OnePeople". 

I refer to the Press article by the Justice Minister Hon Kris Faofoi. 

He states that the impact on Maori Voters in the local Body Elections is a clear example of Maori Election Option 

failing to provide a meaningful choice of Roll. 

The Option allows Maori Voters to switch between the General and Maori Rolls only after each five yearly census 

but it's under review as part of targeted electoral changes to support participation in the 2023 General Election. 
Quote taken from the Otago Daily Times Friday 15th October 2021 

Rotorua has a lwi Population of between 25% to 35% (I believe 34%) at present.lwi are well represented by this 

Council as elected in 2018 election of RLC. 

Another reason is the Population of voters in the Rotorua Area want to vote for up to 10 Councillors and 1 Mayor. 

If your preferred proposal is to have 4 Councillors at Large, 1 Mayor, 2 Maori Ward Councillors and 4 Elected 

Councillors in the Ward System (Highest Polling ) Then you will need to consider the 4 Ward Councillors in North 

,South, East and West areas with provision to moving the area to cover more of the Farming Sectors and Lakes 

Community Sectors by reducing the urban areas.This would allow more representation in the Farming and Lakes 

Area. 

Three of the last 4 Mayors have been farmers. 

Councillors are elected by the people of Rotorua to make decisions for all the residents of the Rotorua Area. 

Thanking you. 

Mark Gould 

Rotorua 

Sent from my iPad 
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10/19/21, 4:25 PM Maori Electoral Option will fail voters: Minister I Otago Daily Times Online News 

"They don't report back until the end of 2023 which gives them a whole two years to do their work. 

Hopefully that means they'll come up with some really good recommendations. 

"It's important that Maori organisations and individuals have their say and tell the review panel what 

they think the electoral law ought to be." 
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