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10 PŪRONGO KAIMAHI – STAFF REPORTS 

10.7 GENERAL RMA DELEGATIONS - ADDITIONAL DELEGATION UNDER TRANSITIONAL 
CONSENTING FRAMEWORK 

Prepared by: Lorelle Barry, Manager – Consenting Services 

Approved by: Jean-Paul Gaston, Group Manager, Destination Development 

Attachments: 1. Existing RMA Delegations Manual (under separate cover)   
2. Transitional Consenting Guidance from MCERT   

  
1. TE PŪTAKE 

PURPOSE 
 

This report seeks approval for a delegation under section 104AA of the Resource Management Act 
1991 (RMA) to ensure the continued exercise of this function during the RMA transition period. 

 
 

HE TŪTOHUNGA 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. That the report ‘General RMA Delegations - additional delegation under transitional 

consenting framework’ be received. 
 
 

 
 

2. That Council approves the inclusion of the new transitional section in the RMA 
Delegations Manual to authorise Council officers holding the specified positions to 
exercise the powers, duties, and functions under section 104AA of the Resource 
Management Act 1991. 

 
 
2. TE TĀHUHU 

BACKGROUND 
 
Following the recent enactment of the Planning Act 2026, additional delegation is required under 
section 104AA an alternative permitted activity pathway.  This section of the RMA will take effect from 
30 October 2026.  To ensure the continued exercise of Council’s functions during the RMA transition 
period under Part 2 Schedule 12 of the Planning Act 2026, it is proposed that this new transitional 
section of the RMA is added to the RMA Delegations Manual. 
 
This delegation will enable the efficient administration of relevant statutory responsibilities while the 
RMA remains operative. 
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3. TE MATAPAKI ME NGĀ KŌWHIRINGA 
DISCUSSION AND OPTIONS 
 
Section 104AA establishes an alternative permitted activity pathway under the RMA. Where a district 
land-use activity is non-compliant only in relation to a rule or standard that addresses a matter 
identified in section 104(1A), “out of scope matters and effects”, the consent authority may issue a 
written notice determining that the activity is to be treated as a permitted activity. As the issuing of a 
section 104AA notice involves the exercise of a statutory decision-making power on behalf of a local 
authority, an appropriate delegation is required to enable staff to exercise this function. 
 
Therefore, the following addition to the RMA delegations manual is proposed: 
 

Section 104AA 
Duty as consent authority to consider the matters specified in section 
104(1A) as permitted activities, and to give notice as prescribed. 
 

 GMgr.C&DD 
P&DSMgr 

TLPC  
PAdBP 

SCP  
IntCP 

CP 
PTech 

 
The duties, powers and function proposed to be conferred on Council staff under s104AA are the same 
as for other duties, powers and functions under the RMA.  
 
 

4. TE TINO AROMATAWAI 
ASSESSMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 
The decisions or matters of this report are not considered significant in accordance with the Council’s 
Significance and Engagement Policy. 
 
 

5. NGĀ KŌRERA O TE HAPORI ME TE WHAKATAIRANGA 
COMMUNITY INPUT/ENGAGEMENT AND PUBLICITY 
 
No specific consultation is considered necessary with respect to this report. 
 
 

6. HE WHAIWHAKAARO 
CONSIDERATIONS 
 

6.1. Mahere Pūtea 
Financial/Budget Considerations 
 
There are no direct costs associated with the decision in this report.  
 

6.2. Kaupapa Here Me Ngā Hiraunga Whakariterite 
Policy and Planning Implications 
 
Council’s existing delegations have been outlined in this report. No other implications of Council’s 
existing policies or plans have been identified. 



COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 28 OCTOBER 2026 
 

Item 10.7 Page 5 

6.3. Te Aromatawai Whakapātanga Ki Te Tāngata Whenua 
Tāngata Whenua Impact Assessment 
 
No tangata whenua impact is identified. 
 

6.4. Tūraru 
Risks 
 
The only risk with not updating the delegations manual is that Council staff will not be able to carry 
out decision making responsibilities during the transitional consenting period in accordance with 
statutory requirements.  No other risks are identified. 
 

6.5. Te Whaimana 
Authority 
 
The authority to confirm the exercise of delegation is provided for under section 34A of the RMA. 
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