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12 PŪRONGO KAIMAHI – STAFF REPORTS 

12.7 REMIT TO LGNZ 2026 AGM: DEVOLUTION OF PLACE-NAMING AUTHORITY TO LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT 

Doc ID:   

Prepared by: Robert Griffith, Governance and Democracy Advisor 

Approved by: Greg Kieck, Manager, Governance, Strategy & Compliance 

Attachments: 1. Far North District Council Remit to Local Government New Zealand 
2026 Annual General Meeting - Devolution of Place-naming Authority 
to Local Government   

  
1. TE PŪTAKE 

PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek councillors’ support for a Far North District Council (FNDC) remit  
to devolve place-naming authority to local government, to be considered at the Local Government 
New Zealand (LGNZ) 2026 Annual General Meeting (AGM), being held on 31 July. 

 
HE TŪTOHUNGA 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. That the report ‘Remit to LGNZ 2026 AGM: Devolution of Place-naming Authority to 

Local Government’ be received. 
 

 
 
2. That the Council support the Far North District Council remit ‘Devolution of Place-

naming Authority to Local Government’, to be considered at the Local Government New 
Zealand 2026 Annual General Meeting. 

 
 
2. TE MATAPAKI ME NGĀ KŌWHIRINGA 

DISCUSSION AND OPTIONS 
 
Local Government New Zealand have called for member authorities to submit proposed remits for 
consideration at the LGNZ 2026 Annual General Meeting. 
 
Remits are positions or policies put to LGNZ’s AGM for a vote. Any remit needs the support of either 
an LGNZ Zone, Sector or five councils. LGNZ reviews all proposed remits to ensure they meet the 
criteria below. 
 

1. The remit is relevant to local government as a whole, not just a single Zone, Sector or council; 
2. The remit relates to significant matters, including constitutional and substantive policy, rather 

than matters that can be dealt with administratively; 
3. The remit concerns matters that can't be addressed through channels; 
4. The remit does not deal with issues that are already being actioned by LGNZ. This covers work 

programmes underway as part of LGNZ's strategy. 
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The LGNZ Remit Screening Committee will determine which of the proposed remits will be put forward 
to the 2026 AGM to be voted on by members. 
 
 

3. TE TINO AROMATAWAI 
ASSESSMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 
The decisions of this report are not significant in accordance with Council’s Significance and 
Engagement Policy. 
 
 

4. NGĀ KŌRERA O TE HAPORI ME TE WHAKATAIRANGA 
COMMUNITY INPUT/ENGAGEMENT AND PUBLICITY 
 
Consultation on this matter is not required as remits to LGNZ are considered advocacy positions or 
policy proposals to seek a collective mandate for advocacy toward central government. 
 
 

5. HE WHAIWHAKAARO 
CONSIDERATIONS 
 

5.1. Mahere Pūtea 
Financial/Budget Considerations 
 
There are no financial costs associated with this matter. 
 

5.2. Kaupapa Here Me Ngā Hiraunga Whakariterite 
Policy and Planning Implications 
 
The matters of this report are part of a LGNZ remit process to arrive at a decision that may have 
consequences for Council policies and planning in the future. 
 

5.3. Te Aromatawai Whakapātanga Ki Te Tāngata Whenua 
Tāngata Whenua Impact Assessment 
 
The decision to support this remit does not of itself give rise to direct impacts on Māori. The outcome 
sought by the remit, for local authorities to be devolved the power to set official place names, would 
be of significance to Māori. 
 

5.4. Tūraru 
Risks 
 
There are no risks associated with this matter. 
 

5.5. Te Whaimana 
Authority 
 
To progress, the remit requires the support of either an LGNZ Zone, Sector or five councils and a 
determination from the LGNZ Remit Screening Committee to be put forward to the 2026 AGM. 
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